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Sik. 

N obſer ance, of.” your Ropuſ, and 30 
perform my e upon it, T have 
i the publiſhi ng this Diſcourſe: 

But as to what induced you, with ſome 0- 

thers, to deſire it of me, I am yet to ſeek, 

how to make a tolerable Conjeture. Only in 


this I ſatisfy ny ſelf, that' me a. is 


found defefive in it, ſo as not to deſerve 


a Publick, View, may poſſibly be ſbelter'd 


under. an interpretation, that it was deſse- 


red of me as from your own Perſonal kind- 


neſs to me; improved perbaps, for the 


Jake 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſake of an Excellent Perſon Tour worthy 
Father, my moſt Eſpecial Friend, now 
with God. 

Ald for that reaſon, tho' I might pleaſe 
no body elſe, I ſhould be bery unworthy of 
your Friendſhip, and bis Memory, if I 
ſhould not think it ſufficiently ſatifafory 
to my ſelf, that I have pleas'd you. 

This i the true Figure of my Mind and 
T boughts, by which I am always ready 
to approve my ſelf 


Your very real Friend | 


IW. S. 


form him, What he ſhould do to be Saved. 
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ACT 5S xvi. xxx. 
Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 


ſhall not Abridge my intended Uſeful Entargments 
upon ſo plain and ſhort a Text. 

There needs no far fetch'd train of Pretexts for a 
long IntroduCtive Preface to Uſher 'it in. 

Nor ſhall I trouble you with any Hiſtorical Narrative 
of the ck Perſon, or of thoſe Circumſtances in 
which was at that time, when he made his Pious 
Requeſt to the Apoſtles, ro know what he ſhould do 
to be Saved. 

Such as are Conſiderable for your Notice, 
will Occur in the following Periods of my Dif 


But the ſum of my | at preſent is, only to En- 
tertain your Attentions with two Uſeful Subjefts of Dif- 
courſe, Naturally deduced from the Text, and from 
what relates to it. 


I. The Firſt is, to repreſent the Jaylor*s Intent and 
Meaning, as to what kind of Salvation it was, which 
he Enquired after, when he deſired the Apoſtles to In- 


IL. The 
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fN. The Second, ſhall be to Exhibicte an Uncon- 
troulable Argument, that the ſame Rational Motives 
which induced the Jaylor then to Enquire for DireQi- 
ons, how he might be Saved, ought always to be up- 
on our Minds and Thoughts, and to begin the ſame 
preſently without Delay upon any Pretence whatſo- 
ever. 


And tho' it then happened, that the Jaylor went 
about it, when he lay under the prefſing Senſe of his 
own certain Ruin, vu the fear of his Priſoners 
eſcape, according to the ſeverity of the Roman 
in ſuch a Caſe ; yet I ſhall prove the Obligation to be 
the, ſame upon us at all Times, and in all Conditi- 
ons. Theſe Two I ſhall perſue with the cleareſt Demon- 
trations I can. 


1. As to the Firſt propoſed SubjeA, that is, what 
kind of Salvation it was, which the Jaylor Enquired 
aftcr. I am ſatisfied it was Ultimately the Salvation of 
his Soul in a future World; tho* with a defire -alſo to 
be DireQted by what Means he might come to the ob- 
tawing of it, 


And I know not any Expoſitor that ſo much as 
queſtioneth this Senſe of it, and I am ſure the Apo- 
ſtles Anſwer, in direting him to Embrace the Chriſti- 
an Religion, how it was to be Obtained, doth neceſſa- 
rily Evince it, 

And now we being thus aſcertained , that the 
Jaylor's Concern vi as yJor the _ $zlvation of his Soul 

in 
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in another World, it can't be preſum'd, that I ſhould 
ter ſuch a mighty Caſe and ,SubjeQ paſs, without 
ſome one. Reflexions upon it, by way of Appli- 
cation. ; 

The Salvation of Souls ia an Eternal State, being a 
matter of the higheſt Importance, and moſt valua 
Concern, with which the Mind of Man can poflibly be 
AﬀeCted. | 

But becauſe this ſhort ſpace of time, in which I am 
to manage it, will not admit ſuch Enlargements of 
Application, as were expedient; I ſhall therefore 
limit your Atteations to ſuch only, as = be adjudg'd 
moſt ſeaſonable, that is moſt accom le to the pre- 

ſent Needs of Mens Minds accordi g eo the Humour 
. of the Times in which they are to Att, and Converſe. 
. Thus, aur 1G x=lgy, ( Rom. 12.11.) to ſerve the 
Time, in a proper Senſe. 

Now foraſmuch as we live in an Age, obſervably, 
by Mens Lives and Adtions, of great Degeneracy 
from Religion, and in which they ſeem too jrovrery 
to be very Careleſs and Inconfiderate of what: ſhall 
become of them in the other World, I he it now 
—_— to move my. Application towards the care 
of ſuch a Dangerous, and almoſt Epidemical Diſtem- 


per. 

And for that End, perhaps it might be Fouger gev- 
r, and ſufficient enough, if I ſhould intenſly onl 
rge, St. Pas/s formidable Caution, (Heb. 2. 3. 

How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglet# ſo great Sabuati- 

on ? 

But our preſent Caſe requires much tore; For we 

are not now only to Caution Men from Negle&ing 

B 


their 


thee. thnd —_—_” i” ter 0.6 6 «* Marat. 
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tlicir Salvation; but it's Incumbeat upon us at this time, 
to take ſpecial Care, how to preſerve Men from en- 
tring into a real Unbelief, or at Ieaſt into a heedleſs 
uncertain Faith of any ſuch State of Salvation at all : 
Nay , ſometimes from making it a Ridicule, and 
oftimes from ſome Mens mecking at all thoſe Religigus 
Methods deſigned for the attainment of it. 

And you know but little of the World, if you have 
not heard, that there be many of the Ingeniouſly Viri- 
- ous, who having no other Expedient to ſolve the folly 

od uarcaſorcablenefs of their Leud and Prophane Pra- 

ices, are neceſſitated, to ſave their Credit, to ſtudy 
all that is poſſible, to become ſpeculative Unbelievers, 
as Atheiſts, particularly. as to the Faith of another 
World. 

And from the Influence of thoſe Mens accuſtomed 
Buffoonries, and leud Examples, it is, that too many 
of the uoheeding and careleſs part of common Men, 
are encouraged to grow every day more and more un- 
concerned, whether there be any ſuch rhings, as a 
Jndemeant. to come, or a future State at all: And are 
reſolved to run the hazard of a come what will oz it, 
rather. than quit their Scandalous Senſualities, and 
Unjuſt Praftices3/ or live unconformably to the faſhi- 
on of a vitious and fooliſh World. 

' And i the Caſc ſtand thus with us, (as I am afraid 
it ist00 true) then ſurely ir can't be chought, but that 
the beſt Ufe and Application. which ought to be made 
of-this great* Subjet in hand, were to undertake. an 
arguj | lope Meas, Minds and Reaſons into a firm 
Beligf, others into 4 more ſenſible apprehenſion, 


that thiere is infallibly ſuch a State to come, in which 
/ there 
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there \ ill be the certain Hvents of Eternal Salvatiog, or 
Damnation. 

And I hope this will be aaa a contending for 

the Faith (Jude 3.) in a very approveable ſale. 

And tho' at this time 1 ul bio a Þ 

chrough with it, with fuch ales meb rl 

dy Fl nay fry uites yet I all engl vour it (I 
to your ſatisfa&tion, by contra my Thoughts 

i leſſer Compals, leſt 1 you this Para graph of my 

Dibeurk, ig to an unallow We bl Prop "my 

And therek ore to [borer the Wy I ſhall nottrouble 
your Patience, as to the f'of i ns Worlds Exi- 
ſtence, by what may be ſaid about the Souls Immmorta- 
lty; as it hath beak, and ſtill is, the more g 
Senſe of Mankind}; Ahd for this I could produce a 
Cloud of Wirneſles, both from Hiſtorical and Phitolg- 
phical Auchorities, if time wouJd admit. 

And tho” m vn I thoſe Philoſophers ſpake varioul- 
ſly and uncertainly 3 and the Learned, . Ancient Poets 
very Romankickly in their Ingenious FiQtions; and the 
numerous Mahometans at this day moſt fondly, and ſen- 
ſually of the ſurviving State of Humane Things: Ye 
it's enough to ſhake the Foundations of all ical 
prerenſions, that they all intimated an agreement in the 
main Point of a future Exiſtence; they could not get 
leave of their Reaſon to avoid the Senſe of it. 

And then, as for their wild Ways of ſtating the Man- 
ner of it, it doth got at all invalidate the Truth, bat ra- 
ther confirms it: For as much as in any Chriſtians 
themſelves, c{pecially rhe School-men, have run the 
Notion of the State of the dead, into almoſt as extrava: 
gant ConjeQures, as ſome Heathens had done. 
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And all this ariſeth from Mens undutiſul Curioſities, 

w pon a Curtemn upon that Secret, which Almighry 

; » for Reaſons (I doubt not ) accountable to himlelf, 

| | and tor the good of Mankind, hath concealed from our 

| x preſet perfect Knowledge. Tis now ſaith the Apoſtle, 

| -CuCor. 13. 12,] & ir dqiyuers, that is, darkly, or as re- 
Rees in a Riddle, as the original Word imports. 


thciefit for God's Deſigas, that iticre ſhould be 
fo much yy in all Ages 1 aepjery Homo State, as 
m erve for a {lifficient Realon arid Encouragement 
=y. * ng to live Go and Vertuous Lives ; and 
to affeQ, their hopes, that all ſhall be well in the End 
with them, who truly, Fear him and honeſtly Serve 
Him. | 
., But,now to avoid all Ceoſure of being too ſhort in 
Þ mighty a Caſe, and withal conſulting the confine- 
ments of my Time, I ſhall enlarge upon ſuch Proofs 
( and ſuch only) as may be improved from all unpre- 
judiced Mens Obſervations, as they may eafily and na- 
turally occur to their Thoughts and Notice. 
In which I doubtnot bur.co Jax ſo much, as may give 
a full ſatisfation to all, that need a further aſſurance in 
chat Important Point of a Life to come, and of the 
Jaylor's great Salvation io that Stare, 


And Firſt, Let our. ſtudied Uibelievers, and all 

others whoſe Minds are any ways diſordered as to any | 

real Senſe of another World, but engage their | 
Thoughts and Reaſon to look. firſt Abroad upon the 
Species of Mankind in general, and then think, whe- 
ther it's any way probable, that God ſhould Create a 
fort of Creatures, who of all Viſible Beings; are _ 
N+« 
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Endued with Rational and RefleQing Minds; and. yer 
be Naturally ſubjeQted to greater and more numerous 
Miſeries and ſenſible Calamities, than all other the Ex- 
ating Beings of the whole World beſides, put all toge- 
ther, even with an Exception to thoſe, which Men may 
be ſaid voluntarily to-bring upon themſelves. 

So thar if it were poſſible, that all the Miſerable of 
Mankind were at any time inone View to be repreſent- 
ed, and that every frrowfal Heart wereto tell the fad 
$tories of his own afflicted Mind: That is, if all thoſe 
who at any preſent time lay under the _— ſenſe of 
Pains and Torments; All that are pining in languiſh- 
og Diſeaſes, or piach'd with wants oft Neceſlarics : 
All that are withering out their old Age in Contempr, 
UſeleGneſs, 'and* av a Burden to others : - All that 
are made Drudges, to ſerve the Ambitions and Plea- 
ſures of a few : And Laſtly, all ſuch, as in a _ con- 
tinuance of extremity in troubles of Mind, , Ov 
Forrune, lay under Temptations, to Sigh out their time 
in heavy Wiſhes never to have beenat all: I fay, ifall 
theſe could poſſibly be placed in one Proſpe&t, who is it 
that would: not be' too apt to think, that a great part of 
Mankind would even ſeem to Live in an Hoſpital of 
the Miſerable, rather than ia a Region of ſo much Ealſc 
and Convenience, as might acquit the Infinite Good- 
nef- of -the great Creator, why he gave Man a Being, 
and then permitted him to Live in ſuch hazzards of be» 
ing poſſibly Miſerable a thouſand Ways; and at laſt in 
a ſhort time to be ſhut up in a Night of nothing, like a 
dead Fly, whithout any following Compenſation? No- 
thing, but the beliet of ano:her World, can poſlibly 
ſalve this Difficulty ina thioking Micd. 


Eut 
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- But further, fet ovr «filly Prodigals of their Souls, 
(as concurrent with this) make another proſpett of 
the State of Mankind, from an univerſally acknow- 
ledged Obſcrvation of -the promilcuvus Ulages and 
Events of the Good and Evil in this World ; Which 
puzzel'd the Minds of the moſt Learned Oppolers of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as might ealily be ſhewn if cime 
would allow it. 

And from thence let our Bravadoes in Unbelief con- 
ſider, whether it's poſlible, ' that any Man of Reafog 
fhould entertain ſuch unworthy Thoughts of a Wiſe 
and Kind Creator, that ſuch numbers af, Unjuſt and 
Unwortty Men ſhould ever be' permitted to have it in 
their power, to ride in Triumph upon the Necks and 
Ruins of the Good and Harm'els, and that ſuch Op- 
preſſed poad Men, muſt remedilefly bear tbe: Charatters 
of the Unfortunate ep their [Lives End ; and then bes 
come Nothing, without any poſhble Redreſs for the 


Furure. 
And how can this be folved to the Honour of the 


Great God, without a Belief, that Mankind ſhould 
elſewhere Exiſt after their Morcal Durations ; and there- 
by © Blefled with the Great Salvation in the Life t6 
me! 

And this is the firſt Reaſoning Experiment to be 
made by Obſervations from Abroad, to aſcertain the 
Being of another World, and a State of Salvation to 
be expeQed in i. 


>. The next Advertiſement I give to thoſe of un- 
willing Minds to, Believe the Being of another World, 
is, That they would turn the uſe of their Reaſon 
in- 
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inward, and look if they can'e make ſume Obſervation.» 

from every Man's created Nature within, to give ther 

a fult Affurance that there is ſuch a State in future. 

Thar is, ler them try, whether there bo not ſome Diſpo» 

ſitions or Qualifications, fovereignly implanted in their 

Natures, which muſt exert their Operations with the 

ſame Neceſſity,chat inanimate Beings mult neceſſarily tol- 

low the Condutt of that Inftin& and Impulſe which the 

Creator put upon their ſeveral Natures, oſftimes to aCt 

contrary Motions and Operations. And then ler them- 
obſerve, whether there be nothing 'in thoſe Qualificati- 

ons, which God implanted in Man's Nature on purpoſe 

out of Kindneſs to prevent his Unaving in another 

World by Sin and Impenitence : And which may at- 

ford an Evidence for the a(lur'd Exiſtence of ſuch a State 

to come. | 

Now of thoſe natural ny though there be 
many, yetl ſhall inſtance butin xwo only. 


The Firſt of thoſe natural Diſpoſitions or Qualificati-- 
ons, 1s, that unayoidably Men's Minds will have an un- 
caſie, ang ſometimes # tormenting Senſe of Guile'upon 
them, after Crimes committed : And which mult fore- 
bode ſomething that is very terrible to come, after their 
mortal Lives are ended. 

And this may eaſily be manifeſted to be true, when 
it's obſerv'd, that ſuch a Senſe of Guilt will perſue 
ſuch Criminals, though their Crimes were committed 
with the profoundeſt Secrecy ; and when thoſe guilry 
Perſons enjoy'd all the Advantages. cf Human Life to 
divert and extinguiſh their terrifying Apprehenfions of 


= 
And 
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And: further, in Proof of this, h1 _ oo- 
duce as many Authors upon that Subject, as almoſt in 
any other Caſe whatſoever, yet I only chuſe now to 
cfter what the Heathen Poet Jevene! could aver con- 
cerning ſome -Romens Emperors , 


=o Non tFamen boſl Ef 


Evaſiſſe putes, quos diu conſcia fatti 
Mens habet atanites , © ſardo wverbere cedit. 


Though they had; faith he, conquered all their Ene- 
mics abroad, yet their Conſciences created ſome more 
terrible ones within 3 which ſeverely ſcourg'd them 
withthe inviſible Stroaks of their own guilty Miads. 

It was this intolerable Senſe of Guilt, that choak'd Ju- 
ax with Sorrow ; when it's probable, he might other- 
wiſe have ſhifted well enough in the World with what 
he might get from his, Bag-office, and with the Bargaia 
he had made to betray his Maſter, had not his guilty 
Mind arreſted him with the unſupportable Terrors of a 
Judgment, anda Hell to come. 

Whence is it elſe, thar ſuch a Senſe ſhould always float 
upon the Surſace of Mens guilty Minds and Memories ! 
Witneſs that of Joſeph's Brethren, when diltreſled in a 
Caſe of a foreign Nature, Verily, ſay they, we are guilty 
concerning our Brother, ( Gen. 42. 21.) And as it vas 
with Herod, when they were conjeQturing, who Chriſt 
ſhould be, he quickly had it ready in his guilty Mind, 
It's John, ſaith he, whom I beheaded ( Mark 6. 16.) And 
hence come the frightful Conflits of moſt dying wicked 
Men, when their Souls are convuls'd with unaccovntable 


Terrors, after a long continued Habit of Impenitence, 
and 
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and a wilful Diſregard to all God's indearing Tenders of 
Grace and Mercy. 

It can't be ſuppoſed, but that they muſt have then a 
ſenſe of ſome Terrible thing to come after their laft 
Breath ſhould Land them into another ſtate of Beings. 
This Terror they could not at that time avoid, by all 
the confident Pretenſions which they before made uſe 
of, to elude that their Natural diſpoſition, which God 
had purpoſely Implanted in their Natures, that by 
their ſenſe of ſuch an unhappy ſtate of Mind, they 
might the more readily and naturally look out for Re- 
liet by taking wiſer meaſures for their own everlaſting 


Good and preſent Eaſe. 


But then Secondly, There is another Quality natu- 
. rally implanted in al Mens Minds by a Merciful Crea- 
"tor, and conſequent to that Natural ſenſe of Guilt ; and 
that is, that all Wicked Men muſt.neceſſarily and una- 
voidably endure the forrowful and ſhameful work of 
Repenting themſelves of their wicked Attions at one 
time or other. Either in this World by Improving 
that natural neceſſary Quality with a timely Repen- 
tance to Salvation, or elſe it will Exert it ſelf to be 
an Everlaſtiog Puniſhment (perhaps the ſevereſt) in 
ſuch Wicked Mens endleſs Scenes of Miſery. 

And as this Diſpoſition was naturally given to Man- 
kind by God's Mercy, fo it will for ever acquit his Ju- 
ſtice, tho* ſuch Wicked Men be Erernally Puniſhed for 
Sins tranfiently commitred in time: | 

Becauſe the duration of their Puniſhments ſhall be no 
longer, than according to the impreft Inſtin of their 
Natures, which the Good Creator gave them in Kind- 
gels, = And 
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And further it may be ſi that in their Sinning 
State, they could not be alogether inſenſible of the Im- 
mortality of their Beings, eſpecially it they had as care- 
fully conſulted their Reaſon, as they did Voluntarily 
all along, attend to the yain Solicitations of their lower 
Appetites and AﬀeQtionsto over-rule that beneficial dif- 

ſition of their Nature, to their own Eternal Ruin, 

And thus I have Arraigned our reſolved Unbelievers, 
and inconfiderate Halters in the Faith, at the Bar of 
their own Reaſon, only upon what may be deduc'd 
from matters of common Obſervation from abroad, 
and within, if attended to with ſeriows Conlideration. 

But I have yet more to ſay to ſtumble our pretenders 
to the unbelicf of another World : And that is, that 
beſides theſe Demonſtrations from natural Obſervations, 
there is moreover a ſufficicnt Revelation by the Chriſti- 
an _— which brought Immortality to light, (2 Tim. 
1. IO. 

Not but that a Good God, had before allowed 
his World of Rational Beings a demonſtrable No- 
tice, by ſome natural Evidences, of a State to come, 
ſufficient for their Safety then, if they would have at- 
tended to the uſe of their natural Underſtandings; 
and alſo co ſuch Divine Afliſtances, which may be pre- 
ſumed an Impartially Good God might beftow upon 
them, in the Name of Chriſt (Ad&s 4. 13.) That is, 
for the Sake or Cauſe of the Lamb Vertually ſlain from 
the Foundation of the World (Rev. 13, 8.) Otherwiſe 
hew-could it reaſonably be affirmed, rhat he died for all 
Men, (2 Cor. 5. 15.) or That he taſted death for every 
Man, (C Heb. 2. g.) it all of the former World were 
abſalutely Excepted from all the Benefits of his Univer- 

{al 
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ſal Redemption, which Redemption will be Propitious 
toall them, who are not wilfully guilty of the I 
rance of it ; or which being known, do not as wiltully 
refule the Conditions of it, and ſo make themſelves in- 
capable of its Bleſſings. 

And now the Reaſon, why Almighty God might fo 
long reſpit the aſcertaining Mankind of another Life 
by Revelation, I am apt to believe, it was becauſe the 
World, upon ſeveral poſſible accounts, (beſt known to 
Himfelf ) was not in Temper, nor yet in fit Circum- 
ſtances, to receive an aſſurance of ſuch a State tocome, 
by that happy Method. 

But as ſoon as God ſaw the World was Prepared, and 
in Circumſtances to admit it, he then opened the Doors 
of Heaven, and ſent forth his Holy Son to Proclaim it, 
with the mighty Credentials of Divine Atteſtation, 

So that the Being of a future World is now ( 115i; * 
aiy@ 1 Tim. 1.15.) made Credible by a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony, which betore (as to the greateſt part of Mankind) 
was only to be made demonſtrable by natural Princi- 
ples, and rational Evidence. 

And that it may be faid, that we are now Saved by 
Faith (Eph. 2. 5.) that is, if we aCt all the methods of 
our Salvation by the Influence ot that Powerful Princi- 
ple. And it's a great Mercy of God to the general 
State of Mankind, that it ſhould be ſo : It being far 
eaſier to Mens Minds in common, to Believe by Teſti- 
mony, than to depend upon the neceſſity of Reaſoning 
by Demonſtration ; or as the Jews had it by obſcurer 
intimations, and by ſome Prophecy not to be unaccom- 
pliſhed, till that fulneſs of Time, or ſeaſonable Oppor- 
tunity was come, when the long _—_— Meſſiah ſhould 
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appear, (Gal. 4. 4.) Now 
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Now what can our Heftoring Unbelievers, or Men 
of careleſs and inconſiderate Minds ſay to allthis ? 

Can they, dare they, Controul the Validity of ſuch 
a Divine Atreſtation, as the Goſpel Exhibits for another 
World ? Either they maſt plainly and poſitively prove, 
that the whole Goſpel is Falſe, and the Religion of it a 
Cheat, and our Saviour an Impoſtor; or they are ut- 
terly loft and undone by their Atheiſtical Pretenſions, 
upon which they licence themſelves to live in their Vi- 
tious and Leud PraQtices; or at beſt to a only for 
their Worldly Eaſe, and prefent Pleafures. 

I ſay again, are they ſure, Infallibly ſure, that they 
have Arguments ſufficient enough to over-rule the 
Truth of Chriſtiantty, ſo as. to adventure the Eternal 
Loſs of their Souls upon it ? 

A Truth which even to this day hath fo controul'd 
all publiſh'd Conteſts by fair Frials of Learning, that 
the Vaſt Nations which do now Embrace a Religion 
in oppoſition to it, are neceſſitated to let their People 
creep in the dark ſhades of Ignorance, to preſerve their 
fond Perſuafions from any Learned Diſcourſes, or Ra- 
tional Inquiſitions, 

And now w ho would Venture the Loſs of an Eternal 
Safety, upon the hazard {if it were no mote ) that 
Chriſtianity ſhould not prove to be true at laſt ? 

The very Doubt of icupon ſuch likelihoods of Truth, 
do not ſo much commend the Diſcretion of ſuch, as 
take a liberty from thence to aft -only for the Concerns 
of the Vain and Tranſient World, and then loſe their 
Souls at laſt. 


This 


| te 
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This is the laſt Part of as Arguing Application, to af- 
certain the Exiftence of the Great Salvation. 


And now having diſpatch'd my Firſt Subje of Dil- 

courſe, upon that future Salvation, which the Jaylor 

uired after, and made the beſt Uſe and Applicati- 

on I could think proper, as to the Ages Irreligious Hu- 

mour, I am fairly prepared to undertake the next Dit- 
courſe I promiſed you. 

And that is, To demonſtrate by an uncontroulable 
Argument, that there is an Obligation uponevery Man 
whomſoever, in the very inſtant, in which they now 
exiſt, without an pretenſions , to make any delay of 
following the Jaylor's Example, in ſeeking after, and 
then ating, what they ſhould do to be Saved. 

And to make this Argument plainly Convincing, I 
ſhall move to the Concluſion of it, from theſe three Ap- 
proveable Premiſes, apartly to be Conlidered. 


I. Firſt, T hope I need not Queſtion your Belief, but 
that the only Seaſon in which it is poſſible for any Man 
to perfue and finiſh the Work of his Salvation, muſt be 
ated in the compaſs of his Mortal Life. 

For when that ſhort Scene is over, there will be na 
after Attempts to be made ; no Rats to fave Life, after 
that Natural Shipwrack. 

The fooliſh Virgins knock'd too late for Admiſſion : 
The uadreſſed Gueſt had no Apology for himſelf, when 
the time was elapsd, in which he might have put on 
his Wedding Garment. This the Firſt. 


H. Second» 
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II. Secondly, as my next Promiſe, let me perſuade 
you to conſider, what the Worth is, which muſt be 
done in that ſhort Seaſon, before you can ſecure your 
Salvation at laſt, 


And that I may afſirft your Thoughts and  Me- 
mories therein, give me Leave to offera ſummary Ac- 
count, in few Words, of that Work, which is to be 
done to attain your Salvaion. 

Firſt, I deſireyou to conſider, what Work your In- 
relletual Faculties have to perform, that is, fully to un- 
derſtand, what that whole Will of God is, which muſt 
be done, if you expeCt ever to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, faith our Saviour ( Me. 5. 21.) 

And are you ſure, that you have done all that is mo- , 
rally poſſible in that Point, to avoid the Danger of pe- 
riſhing, for the willful Ignorance of your Duty in any 
Part of it ? 

And then have you inform'd your ſelves, how many | 
unruly Paſſions you are to ſubdue ; how many impetu- 
ous Appetites to be reſtrain'd ; how many Temptations 
to conteſt and overcome ; ſometimes in Caſes, which | 
may perhaps make a Self-denial as ſevere, as if you were 
obliged to pluck out your righ Eye, or cut off your right 
Hand, as our Saviour advertiſeth( Mat. 5.29, 30.) ina 
particular Caſe ? 

Then confider how niceand numerous the Caſes of Ju- 
ſtice and a peaceable Lite are ; and then to underſtand 
how neceſſary it is, that SatisfaQtions are to be underta- 
ken, when Breaches are made as tocither Duty. 


Ar 


: 
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After that I may pue you in mind,how many Poſſibili- 
ties of wy good God hath allowed you ; and for the 
Omiſfion of which, you will be accountable at the laſt 
Day ( Mat. 25.) 

Then advertiſe your ſelves, how many Prayers and 
Atts of Devotion will be ſafficient, to anſwer St. Pas/'s 
"4M of performing them without ceaſing ( 1 Thef. 
5. 17. 

And are you ſure, you have diſcharged your Duty of 
receiving the holy Sacrament, with that Frequency, 
which St. Pawl intimates ( 1 Cor. 11. 25. ) and whichho- 
ly Men 1n holy times carefully practiſed. 

Bur to ſhorten this my Undertaking, take all the Com- 
mandments rmto a general View of your Confſciences, 
and cxamin your ſelves, wherher you live knowingly, 
deliberately, and habitually in the Tranſgreſſion of any 
one of them. 

And if ſo, then conſider what muſt follow, that is, 
either your inevitable erernal Ruin, or a timely Repen- 
tance. 

And when it iscome to the Caſe of repenting, are you 
ſure you have found out the true Notion of that neceſſa- 
ry Duty, and the various Ats and Circumſtances of 
performing it? It may coſt you ſome Labour to be 
delivered trom the miſtaken Senſes of them both. 

And then when you come to lead a new Life ( the 
chiet End and Deſign of repenting. ) and that you can't 
but obſerve the many Failings and ImperteQions, which 
the greateſt Care can't always avoid; And that then, 
nothing elſe but an intire Sincerity of Endeavour will 
avail; Your next Work then muſt be, how to acquit 


your Conſciencecs, as to the Reality of that Sinrcerity, 
A. 
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A Caſe that hath perplexed ſome very good Mens 
Minds unto their Lives End. 

Now take all this whole work intooge View, and ſe- - 
riouſly think with your ſelves, whether every Man is 
not neceſlarily —_— on Dela —_— inſtantly A en- 
ter upon the Jaylor's in uiring what he 
ſhoul do to be Saved. 

But if it be Objeted, in confront to my Repreſenta- 
tion of this Work, (that the Apoſtles did only advertiſe 
the Jaylor, to Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and he 
ſhould be ſaved (Ver. 31.) 

In Anſwer to this, it's to be preſumed, that the Apo- 
ftles intended that he ſhould afterward take _ him, 
and proceed in, the whole Diſcipleſhip of Chriſt, of 
which Faith was to be but an entring and an initiating 
Crace, and Duty. 

Had the Jaylor gone no further than Believing, he 
had ſtumbled at the Threſhold of all his Hopes; as too 
many amongſt us (I fear) have done, when they pre- 
tended to make Faith, as it were, an abridged Sum of 
the Goſpel-Condition, not conſidering, that if hoy 


* would enter into Life, beſides their Faith, they mu 


keep (AU) the Commandments (Mat. 19. 17.) to which 
Faith was only deſigned to be a Beginning, and after- 
ward to be a conſtant and neceſſary Attendant upon 
the whole Work. This is the Secondof the Premiſes. 


ITT. The Third and Laſt, which gives the full force 
to the Argument for a ſpeedy preſeat Undertaking the 
Jaylor's Enquiry after his Salvation, Tis the uncertain- 
ty of every Man's Continuance in this ſhort Life todo ſo 


Great a Work : Always fearing, leſt too long a pre- 
ſumptuous 
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ſumptuous | negle&t, ſhould provoke God-to Bat a Man 
off before it's done. Our time is in God's Hand, (as the 
P/almift faith P/al. 31. 17.) that is, unaccountably: to, 
ſhorten or lengthen it as he pleaſes. 'Tis bis Divine Pres, 
rogartive. * 

And then who could chiok, that any "Man, who hath; 
the leaſt ſpark of Faith, or even of Keaſon in. his Mind, 
could be ſodeſperately adventurous, as to defer the alt 

that Saving Work for his Soul one Hour longer, 
+ in the very next (beyond which he hath no abſo- 
lute aſſurance to Exiſt, ) he be left to an impoſſibility, 
of ever-after, either ro Act or Hope for his Deliverance, 
from being as Miſerable a Wretch as can enjoy a Be- 
'F fay, if the Caſe ſtands ſo with him, why ſhould he. 
any more (it down to Eat, or go aboutto clole his Eyes 
to Sleep, (quis hoe ſub Coſu ducere' poſſit Somnos? ) one 
Night more, 5 ll he hath raken a firm Reſolution. the 
next Mergeng to make an Entrance ypoa that Hap- 

y Wor 

And for the keeping him awake in that preſent Nighe 
to think of ic, it were well for him, if h Colca 
would lay him down ia that which the 
gw iegeaicudy deſcribes, ( 1/«. 

Bead ſbould be ſhorter then 
and his Covering 7d ogg aa wy va 

And if his Vpeafioels (20 ry perſwade 
himſcttof Requiring ql qrere.gnd 00d ah oy Ang ri his Hue 
ture, Salvation, - it 
Night, that ever ay were "like ky in ehgarer whols 
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Oh corfider this ye that forger God, left he pluck 
you away before your Work is done, and thEre be none 
| to Deliver you. Make no tatrying to turn to the Lord, 
| and putnot off from day to day, (Erc/w. 5. 9.) 

And thus I have fairly ſented ro you, as well as 
I could, the Concluſfive of my deſigned Argu- 
ment, why every one of you, even the Youngeſt, 
Strongeſt, and moſt Proſperous amongſt you, ſhould 
in this inſtant go about to begin, and then to go on in 
che buſineſs of the Jaylor's Enquiry, What ſball I doto 
p Andy preſi hat I have ſaid h to Con- 

And now preſuming that I have ſai to 
vince your Reaſon of the certain Exiſtence ofa State to 
come, in which Salvation is to be attained; And alſo 
plainly repreſented the Great Work yon have to do in 
order to it ; (with an aſſurance that the Goſpel hath de- 
clared it ro be no lefs) my Deſign now is, to ſtir up 
your Minds with the moſt AﬀeCionate and Zealous Pur- 
poſes a withont any pretence of Delay on any 
account whatſoever, to enter upon that moſt Important 
Buſineſs, by the force of two perſwaſive Motives, with 
® which if you refuſ# to be Aﬀetted, Tknow not what 
can be faid more to bring you to a ſenſe of Religion, 

ad to the care of your Eternal Welfare. 


'T,' The Pirſt of thety which I offer to the Minds of 


the delaying NegleRers of their own Salvation, is to 
CHalides (hte Gott is Tifinite Eoviog:kindnefs hath 


{o'6tdered fit, that in'the fame inft#he in which an in- 
conſiderate Sinner beginswith the- Jaylor to be Enquir- 
ing after his Saving Buſineſs, in the ſame inſtant ho 
makes his firſt Step towards God's beginning _ 
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and if he ſhall Religy go 00 for his own Everlaſting 
Intereſt, he may himſelf then of his peculiar Love 
and Bleſſing, but not till then. 19. 

As if God had moſt kindly confin*d,” almoft all the 
Services to be done to himſelf, to ſuch Aﬀtions only 
which' Man is oblig'd co: pertoem for bys own cluefe(t 
Good and Happineſs. - 

: Andas if God ſhould fay. to them, Do but mind 

own principal Concern : Be but Wike for your ſelves : 
Do but forbear ſuch things as muſt Infallibly tend to 
you Erernal Ruin, I am Served, Iam then Pleal- 
Be but your own Fricads,. and I am then yours, evcn 
upon thoſe Terms, and for that very Reaſon. 

But if Men reſolve Obſtinatcly to continue in their 
Delay, and till go on to neg/pct their own Saving Good, 
they are to Believe, thar {0 long God hath nothingto do 
with them, any more than they have to do with God. 
For alt that unhappy while of delay, God. is, -asit were 
an Alien to them, and ſtands at diſtance from them : 
And that not only as a Stranger, but as yet as an Ene- 
my Ft 


! Only fo far ReconciPd to them, that as ſoon as the 
ſhall go about to Mind and AQ for their own Chiefe 
Good and Intereſt, they ſhall readily be accepted to 
Peace with him. 

Oh then 1 Beſcech you all, that are at this time con- 
ſcious of your Obſtinate or Careleſs Neglett hitherto, 
don't let God and your Souls {tand at theſe odds any lon- 
ger; but preſently go about your Salvation-buſineſs with - 
this certain Encouragement, that you ſhall then afſure- 


edly come to God, as to your Friend, and into his Gra» 
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cious: Arms, which are always open Joyfully to receive 
you. He will then become your Guide, your ProteQtor, 
and Bleffing, (Oh dread that heavy Word) but not 
eill chen, This 'is the Firſt Perſwaſive Motive. 


II. The next is, with an affurance, that as. that Sav- 
ing Work will bring you firſt to God, and to his Favour, 
and to a Communion with him ; ſo the firſt Step you 
make toward your own Salvation, /you 'do nor only 
come to Him, but you come to be your ſelves, accord- 
ng to your own Rational Nature, .as youare Men, 

For all the while that inconſiderate Men refuſe to Live 
according to the Meaſures of Religious Wiſdom, in or- 
der to their own Safery in a future World, they are not 
to be accounted in a Moral ſenſe Rational Creatures, but 
are to be reckon'd among ſuch, as are beſides them- 
ſelves, or out of their Senles, (as it's vulgarly Phraſed) 
that is, they all the while may.be thought to at&t as mad 
or diftrafted Men. | Or it may be ſaid of them, that 
they have changed their Human Natures into another 
Species of Beings, that.is, by ſome Sins, into the Nature 
ot Devils, (St. Paz{calls ſome of them (aiatinwe, 7 ir. 2 3 ) 
Or that they may ;have afſumed the Nature of Brutes 
1a other' Sins, (St. Peter calls ſome ſuch bruit Beaſts, 
2 Pet. 2.12.) Or they may be ſaid to aft according to the 
ſenſeleſs Humour of Fools, (our Saviour calls one of thera 
by that name, (Luke 12. 20.) but by no means, they 
mult . nor be allowed to aft according'to the Quality, 
Reaſon, and ſober Counlels of Intelleftual Beings. . 

And if ſome ſuch half or no Men, who drown their 


/ IntelleQtual Facukies, inthe pleaſures of Senſe : And 


others who imploy their Minds and Time in the acqui- 
fitivas 
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fitions of ſome heightning degrees of Wealth or Ho- 
nour, ſhall be oftended, and think themſelves too wiſe to 
be fo reproached by theſe my ſevere Repreſentations ; 
and ſhall ſcornfully Deride as, as the greateſt Fools for 
doing 10; let them tell themſelves, that tor certain at 
one time or other, eſpecially when they are in. a ncar 
proſpett of their Dying Periods, they will juſtifie us to 
their Colt, that all that I have ſaid is true. And then 
may wiili, that I had expoſed their Follies with greater 
degrees of Severity, that they might caution their 
Friends and Relatives, no longer to play the Fools in 
ſuch comparatively ridiculous ways of Living; as muſk 
neceſſarily hazard the loſs of God's Love, and Favour ; 
the {weet Peace of their own Minds, and their being 

Eternally at laſt Undone in a future World. 
And thenlet them conſider, whether their Unbelicv+ 
ing Principles, or,their hopes of any worldly Advan- 
tages, can ſhelter them from thoſe dreadful Events. 
'  Butnow on the other hand, ler them .be aſſured, that 
whenlſoever any of thoſe fintul and fooliſh-Delayers ſhall 
_ to enter upon thoughts, and ſincere purpoles, to 
for their Etcrnal Salvation; they ſhall certainly then 
make the firſt Step, and begin to be themſelves; come 
intotheir Wits, come out out of Bedlam; and att their 
own Rational Natures, ſo as to deſerve the honourable 

Title of being Men. - | 
Ot this the wile Eccleaſtes. gives us a clear aſſurance, 
Fear God, ſaith he, and keep bis Commepdments, (ccl. 
12.13.) re ber drbyer, This is Man, Not as lome 
miſtakingly would have it, the Duty, or the whole Du- 
ty of Mag ; but*politively this is. Man ; which. he was 
uot juſtly to þe {o accounted, till a;/Religious Mindand 
Liſe. tad made him. one. And 


(24) 


And then further, when he goes about to turn him- 
ſelf to be a Man (St. Paul calls it the new Man,) he 
will every I be more and more improving himſelf for 
a Happy Life, even in this VVorld ; ſo far as a mortal 
State will admit of it, with the common allays of the 
Worlds unavoidable Inconveniencies. 

His Pious Mind will never let him' want a direQiveg 
Guide how to manage his beſt Proſperity diſcreetly, and 
orily to himſelf; and create a Love and a Reſ- 


thar any adverſe Fortune, or croſs 
Accidents ſorretimes occur, his wiſe and religious Mind 
will be ready to ſuggeſt Reaſons enough, why he 
ſhould bear them patiently ; ſometimes even Eligibly ; 


andalways Thankfully. 
And if he hears the noiſe of VVars- and National. 


Commotions, when V Vorldly Men are harraſſing their 
Minds with Fears and paſſionate Concerns for Parties 
and Intereſts, he bears the Character of the P/almiſt's 
Bleſſed Man that fears the Lord, (Pſal. 112) that is, 
(Verſe the ſeventh) He will not be afraid of any Evil Ti- 
dings; for his Heart flandeth faſt, and believeth ix the Lord, 
He quietly awaits God's Pleaſure in the Iſſue and Event 
of things, and is @ntent that he ſhould be Glorified ei- 
ther in his Mercy, or Juftice, as he pleaſes. 

And if qur Piovs regarder of his Salvation, ſhall per. 
ceive, that the days are coming on, in which he is like 
to have no pleaſure in them, he will be fo far from trou- 
bling himſelf with murmuring complaints, that God 
gave him a Mortal Life on thoſe (as Worldlings ima- 

gine,) 


Ou] 

gine,) hard terms ; that he ſhall fatelleftually rejoyce, 
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may have time to te the very re 
of every evil Habit coomatted perhaps he inedranee 
tations of the vain VVorld, are now every 
mere and more pleaſantly infipid to 9 

And then it being preſum?d that in his declining A 
he may have leſs to do with the Afﬀairs of the VVarld, 
and but little arrendance to be given to the Satisfations 
of Senſe, he finds that he hath a happy leiſure, tobe 
endeavouring to dreſs up his Soul with ſuch Divine 
Qualifications, as may make himſelf as like, as 
to the Nature of that Good God, eſpecially in his im- 
pR_ Univerſal Love and Goodneſs; unto whoſe 

tifical Preſence he hopes ere long to have a merciful 


admiſſion. 

And when he isendeavouring to finiſh that __ 
deſign, . he finds that he hath time alſo, to —_ 
Mind with thoſe oblging Cann, and Graces, which 
may adapt him to be a fit Co ion in that Bleſſed 
Society ; where the Holy Angels, and the Spirits of 
Fuſt Men made Perfe&t, (being all of a Piece 1n. their 
Tempers) do keep up a ſweet and happy Communion 
of Joy and Love, without any ſuch interruptions, as 
they met withall in the former froward VVorld. 
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